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INMEMORIAM

father, Mervin CGerard Pallister, cane to Shoreham
in 1908 at the age of six nmonths with his parents Hortense
and C aude V. Pallister. The famly lived in New Jersey and
summered in Shorehamuntil 1945.

Mervin Pallister graduated cum |aude from Dartnouth
College '29 and from the Brooklyn Law School. He and his
father were partners in the law firm Pallister & Pallister
in Mnhattan before he becane the General Counsel and
Secretary for the J.J. Newberry CO He was a nenber of Phi
Beta Kappa and was in Wio's Who in Anerica.

Claude V. Pallister handled the incorporation of the
Village of Shoreham in 1913, and becane its first Mayor,
then called President, from 1913-15 and again from 1924-
25. Under his direction the concrete roads were built and
the Shoreham Country C ub was organized. Both he and ny
father were presidents of the S.C C

It was in Shoreham ny father net his wife of fifty-
five years, Kathryn M Kohl mann, daughter of Phoebe E. and
Henry J. Kohlmann ' MD. Her famly lived in Brooklyn and
summered in Shoreham until 1944. My nother graduated from

the Packer Collegiate institute in '29. Her nother was a
Ski dnore whose famly dates back to the 1700's in Shoreham

Upon ny father's retirement in 1972, ny parents noved

from Manhasset to the hone they built in Shoreham where ny

mother still lives. It was then he becane the Village
Hi storian and remained so until his passing in 1986. He
greatly enjoyed witing this interesting history, but never
typed a final copy of his manuscript. | am very happy to
have finally done it, because | amsure it will be enjoyed
by many.

In addition to the seven old photos and one draw ng
done by himwhich were with the original text, | have taken

the liberty of adding an informal picture taken of himin
1984 by ny husband who becane Village Historian after ny
father's passing. | also added the cover's postcard.

Kathryn M (Pallister) Spier '95
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THE ANTECEDENTS: PRE-H STORY

Several hundred feet below the junbled welter of gravel
beds, sand banks and boulders which wunderlie the |I|and
surface now known as Shoreham there is a stratum of bedrock
dating back sone 50,000,000 years to a tinme known in
geol ogical parlance as the Cretaceous Period. This bed of
rock is of an age equal to that of the Wite diffs of
Dover. When it was being forned, dinosaurs still roaned the
face of the earth, and while the Cretaceous is identified as
the | ast phase of the Age of Reptiles, primtive mammal s had
evolved to a point where they were well on their way toward

supplanting reptiles as the principal life form
Qur Cretaceous bedrock takes the form of a sonmewhat
rusty-col ored shale. Due to its inaccessibility, its

probably has never been observed by the human eye in
Shoreham Near the den Cove beaches, however, it cones to
the surface sparingly and discloses, astonishingly, a
spectrum of fossil records which prove beyond doubt that at
one time, the forerunners of exotic tropical trees such as
canphor, cinnanon, eucalyptus and sequoia once flourished
here, side by side with the ancestors of the common trees of
t he eastern hardwood forest we know so well today.

The presence of this ancient rock layer, and the relics
of ancient |ife it <contains, point out two intriguing
aspects of our pre-history: firstly, this formation, now so
deep below our land surface as to actually lie below sea
| evel, was at one tinme above water and consequently able to

support terrestrial l|ife: secondly, the species of flora
contained in the fossil. records tend to prove that our
climate was once tropical. It can be said with confidence

that the level of the ocean has not always been the sane as
it is today. During the great Ice Ages, vast anmounts of
water were locked up in the polar ice caps and in-
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evitably lowered the levels of the oceans. Furthernore,
rocks tend to rise and fall in response to geologic forces;
wi tness the presence of fossil sea shells in the rocks on
the rimof the Gand Canyon, a mle or so above today's sea
| evel

Thus this ancient bedrock, at one tine above water and
sustai ning a biosystemof life forns recogni zabl e today, may
be said to be the prinordial and original foundation of
Shor eham

THE ANTECEDENTS : PROTO- H STORY

To introduce the second chapter of our history, we mnust
junp across sone 48, 000,000 years which have el apsed since
the close of the Cretaceous. During that incredibly |ong
period of time, forces in the earth were at work elevating
and depressing continents and raising and |eveling
nmount ai ns. No doubt other layers of rock were deposited on
top of our Cretaceous shale; they were, however, destined to
be destroyed and erased by later events. About 2,000,000
years ago, a new series of events comrenced to nould and
shape our land. This was a sequence of perhaps as many as
four profound climtol ogi cal changes which gave rise to what
we now call "lce Ages".

Nunerous reasons for these clinmate changes have been
cited: fluctuations in ground tenperature attributable to
turbulence in the nolten volcanic rocks in the earth's
mantl e; variations in the output of solar energy; shifts in
the orientation of the earth's axis (witness the Antarctic
coal seams and fossils of tropical vegetation); and
pol luti on of the atnosphere by volcanic dust. Certain it is
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however, that each Ice Age was preceded by a cooling trend
of several thousand vyears duration, which caused the
formati on and accumnul ati on of staggering amounts of ice over
t he pol ar regions. These accumul ations, the |Ice Caps, spread
slowy but relentlessly toward the south in the fashion of
viscid tar, until their progress was countered by the warner
climates of the |ower |atitudes.

It was the |last of these Ice Ages - variously estinated
to have comrenced between 1,000,000 and 1,500,000 years ago
and to have ended 15,000 to 20,000 years ago - that created
what is now Long Island. In North America one of the three
focal points of the Ice Age was in Labrador, where the ice
built up to a depth of many thousands of feet. O necessity,
the locking up of so nmuch of the earth's surface water in
ice caps significantly | owered sea |levels around the world.
Spreading outward from its Labrador center, the ice oozed
southwardly. It engulfed southern Canada and proceeded
across New Engl and, gouging, plucking off and transporting
the topsoil, surface material and boulders of the ancient
"Canadian Shield." Using this loot nmuch in the fashion of
the teeth of a file, it pressed ever southward, submnerging
even the highest of New England's nountains to their very
tops and scouring, grinding and assimlating the Upper soils
of the land it crossed. In its relentless drive south, the
glacier, for such in fact it had becone, no |onger retained
the characteristics of pure ice, but had becone a frozen
pl astic nmush of interm ngled sands, clays, boul ders and ice.
In effect, it was an enornous conveyor belt, noving untold
mllions of tons of debris southward.

Eventually the | eading edge of the ice reached the latitude
of southern Connecticut, only to nmeet counterforces in the
form of a global warmng trend which slowed, but did not
conpletely halt, its southward march. Wth decreasing pace,
the leading edge of the ice nobved offshore and stalled
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at what is now Long Island's north coast. Though the
pressures inpelling forward novenment continued, neltback
resulting fromthe warnmer influences to the south gave rise
to a state of equilibriumsone 15,000 years ago.

This conbi nation of circunmstances gave birth to Long
| sl and. The glacier, with its inclusions of rocks, mnerals
and debris, continued to press onward, but the neltback of
its | eading edge prevented it from extending further south.
The result was a pile-up, as at the leading edge of a
conveyor belt, of all the debris, refuse and boulders
scraped of f Canada and New England, formng a |ong,
unstratified dunp known to geologists as a "termna
noraine. This constitutes the prinordial North Shore of
t oday.

At the outset, the <crest of the noraine was
considerably higher than the l|and surface of today, but
meltwater, flowing southward from the retreating glacier,
washed the deposited material toward the South Shore. Hence,
the South Shore is low and level, while the North Shore is
high and hilly. The entire island, consequently, slopes from
north to south.

On the North Shore, localized areas of banded or
stratified clays, silts and sands mark the courses of old
glacier-fed streans which transported the deposits toward
the south. The banding results from seasonal changes in
tenperature nuch in the sane fashion that trees show annua
growh rings: during warnmer nonths, the neltwater was
abundant and the glacier-fed streams, running high, could
transport coarser materials; in colder nonths, streans ran
|l ow and could nove only the finer silts and clays. As the
face of the glacier retreated, the conveyor-belt effect was
| ost, and Long Island Sound was |eft between the noraine and
t he Connecticut bedrock. Subsequent weathering carved the
ravines, gullies and valleys so characteristic of today's
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North Shore, and these forces are still at work, inexorably
cutting the | and down toward sea | evel

Upon the surface of the noraine, plants and animals
established thenselves. W can only speculate as to
precisely how life came to these shores. Wnd and water-
borne seeds account for sone of the plant life, and animals
may have arrived either as unwilling passengers on driftwood
or by swinmmng across from the nmainland. By 5000 B.C., the
bi osystem which would |ater be observed by the first
European visitors, was in all likelihood fully established.

THE ANTECEDENTS : PRE- COLONI AL

In 986 A. D, Bjarni Herjolfsson and his crew of
Nor semen, having lost their way on a voyage to G eenl and
sailed on westward and were probably the first Europeans to
see North Anerica. Although they are reputed to have sailed
al ong the northern coasts for a nunber of days, there is no
report that they ever actually came ashore in the New Wrl d.
The honor of being the first European to set foot in Anerica
fell to Leif Ericson in 1000 A.D. Wile the Norsemen settled
for a time no further away than Martha's Vineyard, there is
no evidence that they explored to the west of that point.
They probably were not aware of the existence of Long Island
or Long Island Sound.

The first serious exploration of the Mddle Atlantic
coast was undertaken in 1524 by G ovanni da Verrazano, who
sailed up the coast fromthe Carolinas, discovered New York
Har bor and then sailed along the south shore of Long Island,
reputedly putting in at Narragansett Bay before returning to
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Europe. It is of interest to note the parallel between
Col unmbus and Verrazano: the former a Genoan, sailing in the
service of Queen |Isabella of Spain; the latter a Florentine,
sailing for King Francis | of France.

In 1610 Hendri k Hudson explored the river which bears
his name, and he, as Verrazano before him observed the Gty
end of our Island. The honor, however, of being the first to
expl ore Long Island Sound and of being the first European to
see Shoreham fell to a Dutchman, Adrien Block. Having | ost
his ship, Block built a new one in New York in 1614, the
“Onrust”, and sailed the East River and the Sound. He
reput edl y di scovered Bl ock I sl and.

Had Bl ock chosen to nake a |anding at Shoreham he
would have found a land supporting a forest of mxed
har dwoods, pines, brush and scrub. Gane was avail abl e, but
not necessarily abundant. Deer, foxes, rabbits, woodchucks,
squirrels and chi pnunks were here. There may have been a
sprinkling of raccoons and opossunms. There were skunks al so,
but they cannot properly be classified as gane. Birds were
plentiful: quail, pheasant, partridge, woodcock and snipe.
The mgratory waterfow and the usual panoply of shorebirds
appeared in their seasons. Anong the snakes, he would have
found bl acksnakes, garter snakes, hog-nosed snakes, mlKk
snakes and racers. Nuts, fruits and berries were abundant.

There is little or no evidence that the Indians ever
set up villages or <canps in Shoreham although their
artifacts have been found on the LILCO property in Wadi ng
River. There have been reported findings of arrowhead-
li ke objects here, but if they are in fact arrowheads, the
chances are that they are the relics of arrows |ost by
I ndian hunters. Since Shoreham did not have springs or
streans convenient for Indians, there would have been little
incentive for themto set up canps or villages here. Such of
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the Indians as did roam our woods and beaches in search of
fish and game were nost probably nmenbers of the Seatal coot
(today we spell it "Setauket") tribe.

It has been said that the tetanus bacillus present in
sonme of Shorehamls soil is attributable to horses pastured
here by the Indians. It seens nore |ikely, however, that
those horses belonged to the wood-Choppers who cane at a
| ater date.

THE ANTECEDENTS : THE COLONI AL PERI OD

Somewhere around 1645, English colonists from Rhode
| sl and founded settlements on the east end of Long Island,
and over the ensuing years their foothold was extended as
far west as Wading River. In 1655 Setauket was settled by
English colonists from Connecticut; their [|andhol dings
eventually spread as far east as Rocky Point. The ports and
harbors at the eastern end of the Island, and the harbors at
"Ashford", the original nanme of Setauket, were the focal
Poi nts for the devel opnent of those areas. Shoreham | acking
ports and harbors and lying on the fringes of the two
pol ari zed sub-colonies as a sort of "no-man's-land", was
sonetinmes referred to as being at Rocky Point and sonetines
as in Wading River.

In the 1600's we encounter the first colonial
governments in the area. In 1664 Charles 1l of England
conbined all the lands fromthe west side of the Connecti cut
Ri ver to the Del aware Bay, together with all of Long Island,
as a province, and put it under the rule of his brother
Janes, Duke of  York. In 1655 Long |Island, St at en
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| sl and and Westchester were organi zed as a county under the
nane of "Yorkshire,” and Colonel Richard N chols was
appointed its governor.

At approximately the sanme time, the Town of Brookhaven
was established as a trusteed form of governnent by virtue
of the so-called "N chols Charter,” granted under the
authority of the Duke of York. In the sanme year, 1655,
Ri chard Wodhull, Sr. secured from the Sachem chief of the
Seat al coot Indians, a "confirmation" whereunder the Indians
gave to the Town of Brookhaven the entire northern section
of the Town. In gratitude for his efforts, the Town nade a
gift to Wodhull of a tract of some 80 acres believed to lie
in the eastern part of Shoreham Evidently there was sone
doubt as to the validity or effectiveness of this gift, for
under date of Septenber 29, 1677 Edward Andros, the then
Governor of "Yorkshire, gave to Richard Wodhull, Jr. and
Nat haniel. Wodhull, a "patent”™ confirmng the title to
those 80 acres which had descended to them from their
f at her, Ri chard Wodhul I, Sr. The I|anguage of this
confirmatory patent s of extrene interest since it
describes this | and as:

“lying westward from ye afor said Fresh Brook near a
mle at a place called ye "Long Chestnuts."”

"Fresh Brook" has been identified as the nbst westerly of
the several small brooks entering Wading River Creek. The
description would seem to place the easterly boundary of
these lands in the vicinity of Valentine Road, and the |ands
t hensel ves could have spilled over into what today is the
portion of Shoreham lying east of Wodville Road. The old
house on the east side of Briarcliff Road, about a half mle
north of North Country Road, was at one tine owned by a
Wbhodhul | and may stand on the site of the original honestead
of this Colonial grant. Just how the nane "Long Chestnuts”
was coined is not certain, but up until the arrival of the



chestnut bark disease in 1910, tall chestnut trees were
abundant here, and many of their old stunps are still to be
f ound.

Over the ensuing sixty years there is a hiatus during
which little of significance took place. A few smallish

honesteads and farnms were carved out of the woods. North
Country Road and M ddle Country Road canme into existence; it
cannot properly be said that they were built, for they were
nore in the nature of trails or cart tracks, suitable for
passage by cart or on horseback but too primtive to serve
even the needs of coaches. It is recorded that as recently
as the time of our Revolutionary War, the peripatetic Ceorge
Washi ngton, on a journey from New York to Boston, found the
nost acceptable way to go was by horseback to the east end
of the Island and thence by boat to Rhode Island. Wading
River clains George spent a night there in the course of
that journey; Shoreham seens unable to match that claim
Thanks, however, to even these rudinentary roads and the
Sound, sone commerce was possible: farns and orchards were
devel opi ng and the woods were yielding to demands for tinber
and cordwood. A goodly anmount of high grade hardwood ti nber
- oak, hickory, walnut and chestnut - was cut, but the
supply of wood of this quality was soon exhausted. In the
years ahead, second-grade wood in the form of cordwood was
to be Shoreham s nost exportable comodity.

Around 1720, sonme of the nore foresighted inhabitants
of Brookhaven began to recognize the need to clear up title
probl enms which had arisen in regard to the exact boundaries
of individual Iandholdings. In 1723, the Trustees of the
Town ordered that the common |ands of the Town |ying north
of Mddle Country Road (today's Route 25) be made into
"Great Lots." The affected | and was supposed to extend from
the east line of the town (at Wading River) as far west as
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Mller's Place. The limts are vague by today's standards,
but probably were sufficient in the context of the tines.
The survey work needed to performthis directive was never
conpleted, if undertaken at all, and in 1725 it was again
ordered by the Trustees. In 1729 the work was conpl eted and
the land was laid out in 54 "G eat Lots".

It is not the purpose of this Village History to
bel abor the technicalities of land titles in Shoreham but
sone of the matters which are traceable back to the col oni al
period are worthy of inclusion as matters of general
i nterest.

No sooner had the 54 "G eat Lots" been laid out than
probl ens began to arise. As early as t6~8 a series of 50acre
"Great Lots" had been laid out by earlier surveyors. Those
earlier lots extended al ong the Sound all or nobst of the way
from Mount Msery to Wading River. For reasons not entirely
clear, the 1678 "Great Lots", supposed to contain 50 acres
each, did not extend all the way north to the Sound nor all
the way south to Mddle Country Road. In an attenpt to
resolve this inconsistency, the Town Trustees in 1~35
decl ared that:

"The common | and that |yeth between ye bounds of
ye 50 aker lots and ye difts bel ongeth
to ye lots afor sayd.”
This only led to nore confusion: what did the ' Trustees nean
by the "difts"?

In 1-753, the 'Town Trustees went after the problem again and
declared that the base of the bluffs was the controlling line. But
this too had a snag. It seens that in 1686 the then governor, Dongan,
had issued a "patent” to the Town Trustees which confirned their
custody and control of all the lands the Town had acquired fromthe
I ndi ans. Unhder the Dongan Patent, the town mght be deened to own all
lands out to |lowwater line, whereas under the 1753 Declaration, the
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great lots ran to the foot of the bluffs and under the 1735
Decl arati on mght have been regarded as bei ng bounded by the top |ine
of the bluffs. These early inconsistencies did for nany years pl ague
title conpani es and | andhol ders ali ke, but now seemto have passed on
as interesting historical anonalies.

By 1765 the lands conprising Shoreham were owned by two
famlies - the Sells and the Skidnores. In 1731, the old 80 acre
VWodhul | parcel at "Long Chestnuts” had been quitclained to one
BHizabeth Wessells, who in turn in 1733 quitclained it to her
grandson, Janes Sells (Sl1s?). It is probable that all of Shoreham
east of Wodville Road was at one tinme owed by the Sells famly.

As to the portion of Shoreham west of VWodville Road, at one
tine it was owed in large part by the Mller famly of Mller's
M ace. In 1765, however, R chard Mller sold the large farmwhich he
owned there to Peter Skidnore. The consequence was that the Sells and
the Skidmores were the only two famlies in the vicinity for nuch of
the 18th and part of the 19th centuri es.

e of the gullies running down to the Shoreham beach was at
one tine known as "Skidnore's Landing". This |anding nmay have been at
or near the Millage Hall, or perhaps a short distance to the west.
Qur M llage records disclose, as an incident of a title search of
lands near the Village Hall that a deed in the land title records in
R verhead nentions, in 1842, the existence of a right-of-way across
the Village lands held by "Peter Skidnore"; the year the right-of -way
was established is not reported. Wile we attenpt to push back the
frontiers of tine by saying that the first name for Shorehamwas Long
Chestnuts, it can be argued that that name was not applied to |ands
wthin the limts of the Incorporated Millage, and that the first
identifiable nane was "Skidnore' s Landing”.



* 12*

The Sells interests apparently passed to a related
menber of the Wodhull famly. This Wodhull was a nephew of
James Sells. In the early 1800's the Swezeys purchased a
maj or portion of the Skidnore interests, but the Skidnore
farm honestead on North Country Road, in the general
vicinity of M Carrick's today, stayed in the famly for
sonme tinme | onger.

There is little recorded data as to participation by
Shoreham residents in the Revolutionary War. Qur village
caught as it was between the East and Wst, and being
sparsely settled, had little to record. It nust be noted
that one of the Sellses is reputed to have been an ardent
patriot, but other than that there is little to be said.

THE AGE OF TRANSITION : 1776 to 1876

During the century which elapsed between the close of
the colonial period and the dawn of what may be called
nodern Li nes, Shoreham was quietly changing from forestl ands
to an agricultural area. The wood-choppers first directed
their attention to the fine tinber trees. Wien that supply
was exhausted, their axes fell wupon second-grade trees,
reduci ng them to cordwood. Farns were established. O chards
were set out. Roads were built. In 1840, the main line of
the Long Island Railroad was opened beyond Yaphank as far as
Manorville. Four years later, in 1844, that |line was
conpleted to Greenport. The reason behind this enterprise is
of interest because it had a bearing, albeit sonewhat
remote, on the origin of Shoreham

The first practical steam | oconotive to operate in the
United States had been inported from England in 1829. | t
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i medi ately caught the eye of those interested in the
transportation of passengers and goods, and the possibility
of developing a railway from New York to Boston was
carefully explored. However, the rocky ridges running north
and south along the Connecticut shore were felt to pose a
probl em for roadbed construction, which could not be dealt
with in terns of the econom cs and technol ogy of the tines.
"the flat and unchal |l enging nature of Long Island afforded
an alternative: run a line down the mddle of the Island to
Greenport, whence a short sail would bring the traveller and
his goods to New London or Providence for further rail
transport to Boston.

That line never realized its original objective, but it
did serve as the prime nover of goods, agricultural products
and other produce required by or generated by the area. in
so doing, it stinmulated the growmh of the Island to such a
degree that the North Shore Branch was eventual | y opened.

Prior to 1876, the sailing vessel was the prine nover
of Long Island' s passengers and goods. Schedul ed passages
were of fered between Setauket and New York; sailing vessels
were beached at Shoreham to |and general cargo and depart
with tinmber and cordwod. A few famlies settled along
North Country Road and Wodville Road. In the early 1800s,
a school house was opened on Wodville Road. Although no
trace of it survives, legend has it that it stood close to
the northwest corner of Wodville and Fitzgerald roads. It
is a matter of record that in 1818 there were twenty-
six children in attendance. Primtive roads - trails mght
be a nore appropriate term - fanned out to the east, south
and west from Wodville Road to serve the needs of the
woodcutters, whose huts and cabins dotted the | andscape. Two
of those roads, Randall and Ridge, still survive. A third,
for the nost part abandoned and forgotten, was known as
Curran's  or Corwi n's Road, and cut through the pine
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THE "EMVA SOUTHARD' LQADI NG CORDWOOD

This scene, recorded about 1880 in the closing days of the
11 woodchopper era", shows the typical beaching of a vessel
engaged in the cordwod industry. Wile this scene was

probably recorded in Mller Pl ace, It is equally
illustrative of what went on at Shoreham s beach. Through
the 1920's, when the shoreline was still eroding rapidly, it

was conmon to find old anchors and ships' ironware along the
beach between high and |l ow tide |ines.
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barrens fromthe south end of Wodville Road to the vicinity
of Artist Lake. The domnant famlies in the early part of
those years were the Swezeys, D ckersons and Wodhul | s.

THE YEARS OF AWAKENI NG

At times we nalign the Long Island Railroad, but it is
nost unlikely that Shoreham as we know it today, could have
conme into being had it not been for that railroad. Its main
line to Greenport, although a disappointnent to its builders
for having failed to live up to its potential as a link in
the New York to Boston run, was a profitable carrier of
agricultural produce and cordwod to the city and of the
necessities of life to the Islanders. Here was a bulk
carrier no longer subject to the uncertainties of water
transport or the perils of fogs and stornms on the Sound and
in the Atlantic. It is not surprising that its sponsors saw
the virtue of additional lines to service the ports and bays
along the North Shore nore adequately. In response to those
visions, plans were devised for a line to run from head- of -
har bor to head- of - har bor al ong the Sound.

A branch line was taken off the main line at
Hi cksville; in 1854 it had been conpleted to Huntington. By
1873 it had been opened as far as Port Jefferson. In 1895 it
was extended to its last station in Wading River, wth
internediate stations at MIller Place, Rocky Point and
Shoreham The route of the road from Port Jefferson to
Wading River is now marked by the line of LILCOs high
tension wires. The only visible features which have endured
here are the old brownstone bridge spanning Wodvill e Road,
and one of the old trackside mleposts. Shoreham is indeed



Woodville Road
Shoreham, Long lsland,

THE TUNNEL

This " recent" photo (late teens or early twenties) |ooking
toward the north 1is easily recognized. The origina
concrete road, laid dowmn in 1913, is evident. Wen the
funnel was built in 1894-95, Wodville Road neandered
consi derably, and was realigned to run squarely through the
Tunnel . This way, horse drawn wagons and horses and buggi es,
the only inportant neans of conveyance, could pass through
nore easily. Sonme of the mneanders of the old bed of
Wodville Road can still be detected in the woods within a
few hundred feet of either side of the Tunnel.
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fortunate to retain these links with its historic past. The
railroad originally had several counterparts of the Shoreham
bridge; nost of the others, if not all of them have |ong
si nce di sappear ed.

To fully appreciate the inportance of the railroad in
Shorehamis history, we nust consider a subtle nagnetism
whi ch perhaps makes Shoreham unique in the Electronic Age,
namely the coming of Nicola Tesla. Throughout the twentieth
century, sonme elusive factor has, like the Sirens of old
drawn to its environs no less than five generations of
el ectronics.

Tesla was the first of our electronic giants. Not only
did he <crack the secret of generating high-frequency
el ectric currents and the rotating magnetic field on which
all alternating current notors of today are based, but he
was a pioneer in the field of radio-controlled torpedoes
and, at the turn of the century, described a device which
in the context of today's technology, was plainly the
precursor of the electron m croscope.

The second generation in electronics is represented by
Lee DeForest, who brought the old "Flem ng Valve" type of
vacuum tube to the degree of perfection needed to open the
art of radio telephony. The third generation was the Rocky
Poi nt |ong-wave transmitting station of R CA .wth its
spectacular line of 415 foot steel transmtting towers
visible from nost parts of the Sound. The fourth generation
is the Brookhaven National Laboratory. The fifth, still
aborning, is the LILCO nuclear energy plant on the Shoreham
Wadi ng River |ine.

O these five, Tesla played the nost significant role in
getting Shoreham off the ground. lie was a flanboyant and
ofttimes controversial figure. Tesla was born in 1856 in the
part of Yugoslavia then known as Serbia. H's father was a
pastor; his nother, although illiterate, was reputed to have



SHOREHAM STATI ON

This picture, dating from around 1910, shows the "afternoon
Train" (the 3:00 P.M) pulling in fromWding R ver en route
to New York. The station mstress, Sadie Robinson, had her
office at the nearest corner (just behind the telegraph
pole) and the sound of her telegraph recorder echoing
through the station is one never to be forgotten. The
express and baggage office was at the east end of the
platform but is obscured by the |oconpbtive. Note the
baggage chute on the near side of the stairway.
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been an intellectual genius. Follow ng his education at the
Pol ytechnic Institute in Gatz, Austria, and at the
University of Prague, he canme to this country in 1884. He
was arnmed with a letter of introduction addressed to no |ess
a personage than Thomas Edison. Wth uncanny insight into
the subtleties of nmechanics and physics, and wth an
enor nous sense of showmanship, he rapidly progressed to a
point where his imagination and skills drew him worl dw de
acclaim By the md-90's his talents had snowballed to such
a degree that he <could propound wth conviction the
principle of transmtting electric power over radio waves.
Coincidentally, this was about the sane tine the railroad
canme to Shoreham and these two events fortuitously conbi ned
to set the stage for the Shoreham of today.

Through his connection with Edison, and despite the
fact that Edison believed in the future of direct current
vis-a-vis Tesla's overwhelmng affection for alternating
current, Tesla succeeded in interesting a group of
financiers in New York City in backing an experinental
| aboratory where he could test his theory of transmtting
el ectric power through the air waves. The Shoreham | ocal e
seened ideal for his venture: |and was cheap, the railroad
was in a position to bring in the needed materials, supplies
and equi prent, the plant woul d be reasonably accessible from
New York, and he would be close enough to his backers to
maintain a constant liaison wth them as his work
progressed. Wth a pl edge of $150,000 cash support from J. P.
Morgan hinself, the stage was set, although he probably
realized that the noney would not take him all the way to
hi s goal .

To place matters in proper perspective for the entry of
Tesl a upon the Shoreham scene, a brief Journey back in tine
is necessary. Sonmewhere around 1870, the residents of
Shoreham Village included at least four famlies of
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Whodhul I s, and the nanes D ckerson, Bush, Reeves, Edwards,
Wiite and Skidnore are listed on contenporary nmaps as
homeowners. Mst of the old Swezey famly holdings had
passed to a WIlliam B. D ckerson, and upon the death of the
|atter, they descended to his son, John R D ckerson, who
reportedly died in 1893.

At this juncture Janes S. Warden appeared on the scene.
He was a Jlawer and banker from OChio who, perhaps
envisioning a land boom that could result from a proposed
extension of the railroad to Wading River, purchased sone
two thousand acres of land in the vicinity of Shoreham Mich
of this land lay to the east of Wodville Road, but part of
it was in Shoreham Village. Warden envi sioned a devel opnent
to be built under the name of "Wardenclyffe". Through his
connections in banking and financial circles, Warden | earned
of the current interest in finding a site for Tesla, and
appreciating Tesla's genius, was quick to see that |if
Tesla's dreans were realized, a whole city mght spring up
to support the hoped-for power plant. Accordingly, Warden
set aside sone 200 acres of land for Tesla's use, and
undertook the construction of a few houses in the Village
whi ch, though not as old as sone of the earliest, were built
sone ten years before the "bungal ows".

Returning to Tesla, it is recorded that the services of
Stanford White, that architectural giant, were engaged to
design the laboratory which still stands and now serves as
the plant of Peerless Photo Products on Route 25A In
contrast to the grace and beauty of the |aboratory building
itself, the nobst spectacular structure in the conplex was
the bizarre and unprecedented mushroom shaped transm ssion
tower which Tesla had envisioned. The tower itself was
desi gned and constructed by Wiite's associate, WD. Crowe of
East Orange, New Jersey. Construction work commenced around
the turn of the century. Wiile it was in progress, Tesla



TESLA' S TOAER AND LABCORATORY

This view, circa 1910, |ooks southeast fromthe vicinity of
the Shoreham railroad station, and clearly shows the "Man
from Mars" aspect of the Tower. Note particularly the floor
in the "Donme": it was an enornous copper 1llcake pan"
trapping rainwater which froze in wnter, providing the
| ocal school boys with the best and loftiest skating rink to
be found anywhere. In those tinmes, the School house was on
North Country Road about where Norman Drive cones in today.



* 19*

dated 1908, suggests that the nanme "Wardenclyffe" was
shortlived, having been superseded in 1906 by the present
nanme " Shorehant'.
The person responsi ble for adopting the present village
name is not identifiable. The nane itself was nost likely
brought over from England, since a town by this nane is
situated sonme twenty m |l es southeast of the heart of London,
and a seaside town called "Shoreham by the Sea" is |ocated
on the shore of the English Channel a short distance to the
west of Brighton. Furthernore, a map of the Long Island
Rai |l road dating back to about 1884 contains a reference to
"Wbodvi |l | e Landi ng at Shor eham Beach”
Wth these observations the background of the Village
has been outlined, and we may proceed to viewits growh and
devel opnment. We can identify the three major conponents of
today's Village as follows:
A the "Ad Village", referring to the original Village
on the west side of Wodville Road and north of the
Store

B) the "Estates"”, the lands within the incorporated
[imts but lying east of Wodville Road

C) the "Sl opes”, west of Wodville Road and south of

the Store
Al t hough the nane "Shorehani is not confined to the
| ncorporated Village today, we find it necessary to limt
the scope of the nane to the Village proper, and to nention
the environs only to the extent that they noul ded and
i nfluenced the Village's past.

By 1910 Shoreham had, for the nobst part, acquired the
uni que qualities it possesses today. W had a General Store.
W had a well-known Inn, accessorized by such features as a
tennis court and a bathing pavilion. W had a school house.
W had water and ice service supplied by a punping station
and refrigeration pl ant oper at ed by t he
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Suffol k Land Conpany. We had a railroad station with two

east bound and two westbound trains daily. There was a horse-
drawn stage line fromthe station to the Inn. The railroad
had two side tracks, a baggage station and a freight
station. For the nobst part, however, the Village was mainly
a sumrer conmmunity and vacation resort, inhabited in the
W .nLer primarily by those who supported the needs of the
sumer folks. Roads were primtive. Electric and tel ephone
services were still a few years away, although in 1909, the
Town had granted a franchise to a local electric conmpany to
provi de servi-ce to the Village. Cooking was done mainly on
kerosene stoves and coal ranges; kerosene |lanterns and

candl es were the principal sources of illumnati.on. Heating
was nostly by fireplaces in the cooler per-iods of spring
and fall. Wth the departure of the sumrer folks, the

Village settled down for the winter nonths. Snow renoval
except perhaps on Wodville Road, was unheard of.

By this tinme, the Village was on the threshold of a new
era the Age of the Autonobile. This revolutionary and
fl exi ble means of transportation was to shape and nould the
character of Shoreham in ways never dreaned of by its
founders. No longer totally dependent on the Wodville
Store, villagers shopped as far afield as Port Jefferson and
Ri ver head. Primtive gasol i ne stations made their
appearance, at first dispensing gasoline from five-gallon
cans filled from steel drums. The nore sophisticated
llservice stations" sold it from hand-cranked punps which
di spensed one gallon at a tinme. A chanvis-lined funnel was
invariably inserted into the auto's tank, in order that the
water and other contaminants in the crude fuel then
avai l able m-ght be strained out. After having serviced a
car, it was not unusual for the station owner to go back to
his principal OCccupations blacksmthing and horseshoeing.
There were plenty of horses around, and many a car canme to
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grief when its tires were punctured by horseshoe nails, or
even cal ks, lying on the highways. Sone of the old-tiners
will recall the village blacksmth, Jim Robinson, who had
his shop on North Country Road (25A) just west of the
Firestone plant in Rocky Point. Although Jinms primry
training was in blacksmthing, it was not |ong before he was
practically a genius in repairing autonobiles, even going so
Car as to weld a broken front axle back into perfect
condi tion.

The aut onobile, however, demanded a road surface which
the old dirt roads in the Village could not provide. Even in
sutmmer the roads, because of their steep grades, were
nmercilessly eroded and gullied by every heavy rain, and
horse-drawn graders were endlessly at work filling the
washouts. Wth the narrow tires of the tinmes, cars were
frequently mred down in nudhol es along the | ow spots in the
streets. The solution was not |long in appearing: surface the
streets; preferably with concrete.

ROADS AND | NCORPORATI ON

By 1913 the need for a street inprovenent program was
obvious to all. concerned. it is not clear just when or by
whom the first significant step in that direction was taken,
but apparently in the sumrer of that year, the 'Town was
persuaded to concrete Wodville Road. At the sane tine
Robert Smith, an engineering contractor who then owned the
John Bel | port house on Tagli abue Road, and whose work in the
Huntington area had given him prior experience with the
potentials of concrete, got together with A 0. Smth, a
former owner of the A Barnhart house, and between them were
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instrunmental in inducing the Town to undertake the work

probably on an experinmental basis. At about the sanme tineg,
several of the nore affluent property owners in the northern
reaches of the Ad Village banded together to concrete the
roads in their vicinity, which are now known as Gidley
Road, Barnhart Place, Tagliabue Road and Thonpson Street. It
is not clear whether all the work was privately financed or
whet her the Town absorbed sone part of the cost.

In any event, the work was undertaken and a gang of
| aborers from Italy, Sicily and Sardinia appeared on the
scene to build the roads with the relatively crude machi nery
avai lable in those days. After conpleting the work, many of
them remained in the area and found enploynment that would
take care of them and their famlies. Many of their
descendents continue to |ive hereabouts. Incidental to the
buil ding of those first streets, we also had our first storm
drain. It was only a short drain, running fromthe | ow point
in Gidley Road a short distance to the north and west of
Village Building #2 and the west parking | ot.

What about the rest of the roads in the AOd Village?
The work on Wodville Road and the northerly streets was
inpressive, and a clanor arose to have the rest of the
streets simlarly inproved. Unfortunately, it seened that
the Town felt it had | ent enough assistance, and ot her neans
for financing the inprovenents had to be devised. The answer
turned out to be sinple: incorporate, and thereby create a
muni ci pal authority which, through its power to tax, would
have the credit standing necessary for the borrowi ng of the
needed funds.

In the sumrer of 1913, the initial steps to incorporate
were taken, and at an election held Septenber 6, the
proposal to incorporate the Village was approved. On Cctober
4, 1913, the first village officers were elected: a
President, two Trustees, a Treasurer, and a Tax Collector.
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A conplete list of the principal officers from 1913 to date
appears in |later pages of this history.

Some of the older reports on Shorehamis history
intimate that the purpose of incorporation was to be
“exclusive". Your historian takes exception to this version
and expresses the view that the real purpose of that action
was to provide the Village with the streets it so
desperat el y needed.

Consi dering the cost of road construction today it may
come as a surprise to note how little our roads cost when
first built. In 1913-14, an expenditure of $500 was all that
was needed to extend the stormdrain south from Gidl ey Road
to Sturgis Road, and an $18, 000 bond issue sufficed to pave
the remaining streets. W nmay note, however, that the
concreting of Beach Lane was financed out of current funds.
The storm drain under the Siegel and Spier properties, and
the stormdrain extension from Sturgis Road to Overhill Road
were |ikew se financed out of current funds.

THE ENERGY CRUNCH

On March 11, 1909 the Town granted the North Shore
Electric Light and Power Conpany a franchise to supply
electricity in the Shoreham area. In 1910 that conpany nade
application to the Public Service Conmmi ssion for authority
to inplenent the franchise but was turned down. Early in
1911 it renewed it application, which was granted. However
there was a second power conpany - Port Jefferson Electric
Li ght Conpany - which was also interested in a franchise
Apparently North Shore Electric did not immediately extend
its service into Shoreham and it seens that in the interim
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sonmeone had given Port Jefferson Electric a franchise. There
ensued a period of doubt as to which of the conpani es shoul d
cover the Village's requirenents, but service was
established in 1914. Unfortunately there was considerable
trouble with the early wires due to falling trees and
branches, and after a severe thunderstormin July of 1915,
an elderly gentleman (ironically a relative-in-law of Lee De
Forest) was el ectrocuted in consequence of touching a downed
live wire on Wardencliff Road north of Gidley Road.

Shortly after electricity came in - we also had
tel ephone service. The first exchange was |ocated in the
smal | house still standing on Whodville Road opposite Ashley
Lane . The sw tchboard was nmanned (today we woul d probably
say 1'wonaned") by Mss Overton. The first phones were of
the sort that had to be hand-cranked to get through to the
operator. In humd sumer nonths the service was precarious
because the nmagnetic "drop indicators" on the central
switchboard failed to function, and one could ring all day
wi thout contacting "central”. Nevertheless, the system was
not wthout it conpensating benefits: the subscribers to
tel ephone service were so few at the outset that Mss
Overton nenorized all the |Iocal nunbers, and you could pl ace
a call by nane instead of by nunber.

The electric conpany - the tel ephone conpany the water
conpany - the iceman - the garbage collector the stage coach
- the railroad: those were the utilities of the clay . Their
total energy requirements for the entire sunmer season were
probably | ess than what is needed to feed today's autonobile
popul ation for twenty-four hours.

COM NG OF AGE

Having survived the birthpangs of incorporation and
the building of concrete roads, the Village fell victimto
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the severe epidemic of polionyelitis which struck in
the summer of 1916. Activities ground to a halt. El aborate
preventive neasures were adopted: <children under sixteen
years of age were quarantined for twenty-one days after
their arrival in the Village, and also were required to have
a health clearance certificate from the communities whence
they cane. Even these neasures did not control the problem
and sone children contracted the disease - sone seriously
but none fatally. By md-August even sterner neasures were
adopted: children were prohibited from going to the store,
attending church or parties, congregating on the beach or
| eaving the confines of the Village. Wth the advent of
cool er weather the disease subsided and the controls were
lifted.

1917 marked the Country's entry into Wrld War 1. That
year and the followi ng constituted a period of marking tine,
al though ripples of excitenment arose on runors that Gernman
submarines were operating in the Sound. Wth the signing of
the Armistice in Novenber of 1918, the Village resuned its
progress and significant steps in its devel opnent cane thick
and fast.

A spectacle long renenbered in Shoreham and perhaps
long regretted in Port Jefferson, was the visit of the
Atlantic Fleet to Long Island Sound at about the tinme of the
War. Battleships, heavy and light cruisers, torpedo boats,
destroyers, submarines, supply ships and colliers (coal was
a principal fuel of the tinmes) steamed up the Sound,
depl oyed and anchored, with Port Jefferson as the chief port
of entry for the visit. During a few turbul ent weeks of that
sumer, thousands of "bluejackets"” shuttled back and forth
bet ween their ships and such of the delights ashore as Port
Jefferson was able to provide. From Shorehamis bluffs one
could I ook out on an unbroken dimline of great gray ships
and the welter of launches and small boats, ferrying
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crews and supplies from ship to ship and between the ships
and the shore.

Anot her nenorable event in the Village's |life occurred
early one norning not long after the Fourth of July in 1919,
when the British dirigible R34 passed over Shoreham on the
last leg of the first transatlantic passage by a
lighter-than-air craft which had originated in Scotland on
July 2. Although larger dirigibles would be built in the
years to follow, the old R34 was i ndeed an inpressive sight
as it flew noiselessly and ngjestically over Shorehamon its
way to M neol a.

Just about the tine the Village was getting organi zed,
a group of public-mnded sumer residents founded the
Shor eham Country C ub. The first clubhouse was the old but
solid Loc, Cabin which stood just South O the present
cl ubhouse; in fact, it would nearly touch the southwest
corner of the present building had it not been taken down at
a later date. Little thought was given to youth activities
at the outset; the Log Cabin was a haven of refuge for the
ol der residents. There was a gqully to the east of it
t hrough which the north end of Wodville Road ran down to
the beach. To its west was a second gully through which
rainnater run-off found its way down to the shore; our
present storm drain passes down its former course. Both of
these gullies were spanned by footbridges. In 1916 the Log
Cabin was nade available to the Village for use as a hall,
to be used jointly with the Cub. That arrangenent narked
the first link of a long chain which would be forged in
future years.

In the winter of 1918-1919 there occurred an event
which led to the construction of the first portion of the
Village Hall. For many years a feature of the old Shoreham
Inn (which was at the site of today's basketball court) was
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its related "bathing pavilion” which stood under the edge of
the bluff at the north end of what is now the Village
parking lot. The pavilion was supported on piles. On its
| oner |evel there were dressing roons, |ockers and places
for the storage of beach gear; the upper deck was roofed
over but open to the breezes on all four sides. It was
denol i shed by a severe storm during that winter. The prine
l-actor in its loss was the battering-ram effect of heavy
tinmbers awash in the flood tides and raging seas which
scoured the beaches and eroded the bluffs. During this
century our bluff line has receded at least twenty five
feet.

Digressing briefly fromthe present thenme, the story of
Shoreham s shore erosion and efforts to contain it are
not ewort hy.

On the bluff Iot where Tagliabue Road reaches its
northern termnus, there was in 1908 a snallish bungal ow
situated perhaps twenty-five feet back fromthe crest of the
bluff . There was also a small gazebo on the lot to the
west, |likewi se near the crest. Both are recognizable in a
pi cture presented el sewhere in this book. Unfortunately, the
bluff at this location was an unstable sandslide where
erosion worked faster than the regenerative powers of
vegetation. By 1924 the porch of the bungal ow, the "Barnes
Cottage", was hanging over the edge. To salvage it, it was
rai sed, noved back, turned and enlarged at its present
| ocation. Eventually the gazebo was |ost when the bluff
col | apsed.

Many sol utions to the erosion problemwere proposed and
tested. Locust posts were set in the sand at the base of the
bluffs and backed up by heavy log cribworks. The wnter
storms denolished them Cenent "pancakes"” were cast and
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stacked along the base of the bluff . The seas scattered
them At the Madigan property, shielding was attenpted in
the form of |arge blocks of rock brought in by barge and
unl oaded by crane. The source of this material was New York
Cty where the Eighth Avenue Subway was being blasted
t hrough the Manhattan schist. The first blocks sank in the
shifting sands. More were added in later years which proved
effectual. The present sheet-steel piling west of the
Village beach was installed by Caude V. Pallister and his
nei ghbor Channing Pollock in or about 1931. and has proven a
mai nt enance-free and effective nmeans of control. For many
years the durability of this sheet-steel piling was
periodically tested by the U S. Corps of Arny Engi neers, who
were very much interested in its effectiveness.

Returning to the main stream of the narrative, the
other significant event of 1918-1919 was the grow ng
realization that the Log Cabin had outlived its useful ness
and had becone too snmall to adequately fill the requirenents
of either the Village or the Cub, both of which were
assum ng increasingly inportant roles in the affairs of the
residents. In the sumer of 1919, prelimnary arrangenents
were worked out for the transfer of the Club property to the
Village and the construction of a new "pavilion" to fill the
needs of both, wth an equitable sharing of costs.
Arrangenents were finalized in 1920, and the new buil ding

went up in 1920-1921. The structure then erected - it wll
hereafter, for convenience, be designated the "Cub" to
distinguish it from other Village-owned buildings - was

conposed of the central portion of the building which stands
today. It had screened porches along its west and north
sides. The footbridge to Beach Lane was elevated to the
| evel of the present floor, and the old footbridge to the
bluff on the east was denolished. The old Log Cabin



BATHING PANILION —SHOREHAM, L. T,
(ADAPTED FRoM 'PHoTO CIRCA. [9(0) P

BEACH PAVI LI ON

Lacking a definitive photo, this drawing from a snapshot is
a faithful reconstruction of what the original Pavilion
| ooked like. It was a part of the Inn's operation, and Stood
just under the Village parking Ilot bluff. Note the
characteristic beach chair, mde of shelving boards and
practically indestructible, which for many years was a
fam liar feature of the beach scene.
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had a porch along its north side; a flying bridge was built
to connect the west end of that porch with the west porch of
the new "pavilion". Over the ensuing years, many changes
have been made: the west and north porches have been brought
i ndoors, a new sundeck has been added and the stage area has
been created. The old flying bridge and the footbridge have
di sappeared as has the old Log Cabin. The C ub property is
noteworthy as the first real estate acquired by the Vill age.
The present dinmensions of the Cub were achieved in 1934-
1935.

The Prohibition Anmendnent and the Volstead Act had
their inpact on life in the Village. Taking effect early in
1920, they led to the runrunners, noonshiners, bootleggers
and speakeasies which were a prom nent part of the American
scene until the Geat Drought cane to an end with Repeal in
Decenber of 1933. Because of our open coast, it was a
relatively sinple matter for small but swift vessels to
venture out in the Atlantic to "Rum Row', just outside the
three-mle limt, load up with potables and, under cover of
darkness, come up the Sound to unload their illicit but
wel come cargoes at many of the old | andi ngs al ong the Sound.

Shoreham did not escape this. Many were the reports of
covert night landings at Sills @lly. The old Log Cabin
(under the aegis of the "Cub") was the spigot at the end of
the supply line that catered to thirsty villagers. |Its
steward and his bird-like assistant produced a broad
assortnment of potables both inported and donestic. Because
of the Village's heritage of orchards and arbors, honmenmade
appl ej ack, brandies and wine were plentiful, as were the
only slightly less lethal inports "right off the boat" (sone
cynics said "scraped off"). To liven things up a bit, the
Log Cabin sported a wi nd-up granophone and a sl ot machi ne or
two. The potabl es and paraphernalia were, however, carefully
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stowed away when (under Village auspices) voting took place
on el ection days.

For several summers around the time of World War 1, we
were treated to the spectacle of large sailing yachts owned
by residents of the Village, their friends and their
relatives. These vessels engaged in frequent match races
manned by crews recruited from anong those of the villagers
who had seagoing inclinations and, perhaps, sone talents.
Herbert Stone, for may years Editor of "Yachting"” magazi ne,
was a Village resident in those days, living in the small
house on the south side of Overhill Road up behind the
store. A keen rivalry sprang up between Stone and his
yachting cronies on the one hand, and Ri chard Upham and his
coterie on the other. Anobng the nore notabl e and spectacul ar
boats participating in those races were Uphamis "Sea Fox"
and the Stone group's "Santana" and "Bagheera".

For the less affluent., canoes were abundant, rowboats
abounded and there was an assortnent of dories, catboats and
other small craft Iying at noorings off the beach. The
of fshore noorings were precarious at best, and it was a rare
vessel - whether raft, dory or catboat - that stayed off the
beach in the northeasters which seenmed inevitably to follow
August's full noon.

Beach life was nmuch different in those days. Bathing
llcostunes” were elaborate and cunbersome. Cork "water
bal | s and wooden pails and shovels, plus toy sailboats,
were about the only playthings seen on the beach.
Inflatable white canvas "water w ngs" were the universally
accepted life jackets. Beach chairs were honenade affairs
constructed of shelving boards. Beach unbrellas have
changed little. For a nunber of years "sun shelters" were
popul ar; they were conposed of a framework covered over with
a roof of boughs. The dried |eaves would |ast through the
sutmmer. The shade afforded by these shelters was of



SHOREHAM BEACH: 1905-1910

The carriages in the foreground have arrived on the beach
via the ravine which ran north from the Oval to the Sound.
That was the sane ravine through which the cordwood was
brought down to waiting sloops and schooners in bygone
years. Beyond this ravine you can see the site of Beach Lane
and today's storm drain. The typical post-and-brush beach
shelter appears. Note particularly the "Barnes Cottage" and
the "Gazebo" on the skyline"; the shoreline has receded so
much that the top of the bluff is now about where the
cottage chi mey appears.
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critical inportance in those days when beach apparel was
nearly as warmas today's w nter garnents.

Tenni s anyone? Throughout this century Shoreham has
had a tradition of being tennis-mnded. The first tennis
court was just north of the Inn; between it and the Bluff Lo
t . There have been at least six privately owned tennis
courts in the Village: one on the "Gidley" lot at the
sout hwest corner of Gidley and Wardencliff roads; another
on the Mazzei lot on Sturgis Road just to the south of the
Garvins; a third on the Crane property at Sturgis and
Overhill; a fourth on the Stevens property on Briarcliff
Road; a fifth on the Reid tract on lower H Il Road, and a
sixth on the Pisacano |ot on Thonpson Street. The C ub had
one court, and later two, which were |ocated where the C ub
parking lot is today. Wen the Cubhouse was enlarged in
1934- 35~ those two courts were built at the southeast corner
of Briarcliff and Wodville roads on |and taken under |ong-
term | ease from the Suffolk County Land Conpany. The two
upper-1level courts in the sanme conplex are of later vintage.

Squeezed in between the old Log Cabin and its two
tennis courts was a house which for many years was occupi ed
by the Jantzer famly. Wien the Cub was enlarged and the
Log Cabin denolished, that house was jacked up, noved down
Wodville Road and planted at the corner of Wodville and

Fitzgerald, where it still stands as the residence of the
Bai sches.

1934 was. a notable year in Village affairs. In
addition to the Club inprovenent, it marked the first of a

nunmber of acquisitions and annexations whereunder the
Village expanded to its present limts. In the early 1920's
the Daily News had acquired |ands which now conprise North
Shore Beach, and to inprove its circulation, was of fering
small lots at bargain prices to its subscribers. |t was not
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| ong before the woodl ands west of the Village, which had
reverted to an open forest after the departure of the
woodchoppers, were giving way to small cottages and full-

scal e developnent. This occurrence was not wthout its
advant ages. Shoreham for years had feared forest fires,

which broke out from time to time in those woods,

threatening honmes along the west side of the Village. The
opening of North Shore Beach quieted those fears, but gave
rise to a new problem vandalism Furthernore, concern was
expressed that the streets of North Shore Beach m ght be
extended to connect with Shorehami s roads and subject them
to a traffic burden they were not designed to acconmopdat e.

In 1934, a group of citizens raised a fund with which they
acquired a strip of some 11 acres along the entire west side
of the Village, and deeded it to the Village for park
purposes. This strip served as an effective buffer zone
al ong our western boundary.

Fires? W have had our share of them - sone trivial,
sonme serious - but fortunately all w thout |oss of life.

The first mpjor fire totally destroyed the "MIIlard"
house, sonetines referred to as the "Chapman" house, which
stood near the bluff line just to the east of the Village's
Bluff Lot. Another totally razed the "Burlingane" house,
sonetines called the "Mirdoch”™ house, which stood on the
site now occupied by the Curtis house. The fornmer "Nye"
house on Overhill Road went in the 1930's. A spectacul ar
fire at the height of the summer season in 1928 totally
consunmed the "Hanan" house which was on the Pisacano |ot on
Thonpson Street. After the fire, the foundation was renoved
and a tennis court was constructed in its place. The
destruction of the old Zenke house in 1967 when it was owned
and occupied by GE Beatty Jr. and his famly, is well
remenbered. In the days before we had hydrants, about the
only tools at hand to conbat fires were a hand-drawn hose
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cart, sonme portable extinguishers and a punp. A respectable
fire engine operated out of Rocky Point after the North
Shore Beach devel opnent nmatured. It was first called in to
fight the "Hanan" fire, but because of a breakdown in
conmuni cations, could not arrive on the scene in tinme to be
effective.

I want to thank Robert R Qdiver for giving ne this
interesting insert for ny father's Shoreham Hi story to
augnent the information about Shorehamis fire-fighting
experiences and capabilities. He and ny father were anong
the original residents of Shorehamis sunmer comunity
begi nning in 1908, and were lifelong friends.

"Qur fire losses were indeed substantial and usually total.
However, it nust have been during those years when Merv was
away from Shoreham when we had our own young vol unteer
group of fire fighters. A serious attic fire in the old
G | bert Frei house was extingui shed while a dinner party was
in progress below. A mpjor fire in the Roger Adans house on
Overhill Road was successfully contained until the arriva
of the Rocky Point conpany. The Herbert Frei home was saved
from probable total l|oss by our young boys. A nunber of
bui l di ng and brush fire calls were answered, as well, in the
greater Shorehamarea. It was during those years that we had
our own two antique fire engi nes which proved thensel ves on
such occasions to be practical as well as ornanental ."

The Shoreham Inn (pictured el sewhere herein) deserves
mention in this history. It was for many years owned by the
Suffol k Land Conpany, which hoped that patrons of the Inn
woul d becone prospective buyers of hone sites both in the
Village and in the Estates. The first proprietor your
hi storian can recall was a M. Chapnan. He was followed by
the Lynn famly, which later ran the store. The Lynns were
followed by the Flaveils. Under both the Lynns and the
Flavells, the Inn gained Island-w de acclaim and was noted
for the excellence of its food. A copy of one of the old
proprietor's | eases survives, and it is of interest to note
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From the design of the autonobile, it can safely be said
that this scene dates from around 1910. The view is toward
the northwest as seen from the southwest corner of Gidley
front of the figures to the left.
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that it obligated the inkeeper to provide "taxi service" in

the formof a horse-drawn carriage to neet all trains at the
railroad station, and to provide the prospective guests with
transportati on between the station and the Inn.

The Inn was denolished in the early 1930’s. a victim
no doubt, of both the Depression which followed the 1929
mar ket crash and its own age and obsol escence. The story of
its passing fromthe scene is a curious one, involving as it
does a perhaps obscure but colorful character - "Crazy Joe".
Born in Italy, he appeared here when the concrete roads were
being laid, and was one of the crew of |aborers performng
the work. After the roads were down, he stayed on in the
vicinity, living in one of the small houses on North Country
Road near the church. He was a |ikeable chap; swarthy,
stocky, round faced and with a ready smle. He supported
himself with gardening work for the nost part, but had the
versatility of a Jack-of-all-trades. Unfortunately he was
possessed of "the wvapors”, violent at times, and his
presence in the Village was, from time to tine,
involuntarily interrupted by excursions to the west where he
was a guest at Kings Park. Wien the tinme for the denolition
of the Inn arrived, he was in one of his better intervals;
at least lucid enough to offer his services to denolish the
Inn for "salvage" Accordingly he, together wth sone
associ ates" comenced the work, but before it was
conpleted they hit a snag. A letter from the State Labor
Departnment arrived, touching upon the need for insuring his
enpl oyees engaged in the project. Joe saw trouble ahead.
This touched off another spell of "the vapors”, and one
norni ng, after he had been observed in his usual activities
for several days, he was found dead in one of the Inn's
remai ni ng buil dings. He had hanged hi nsel f.
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'THE GLORI QUS FOURTH

No history of our Village would be conplete wthout a
review of one of its nobst unique and durable institutions:
the Fourth of July celebrations. For no less than sixty
years, |ndependence Day has nmarked the Grand Opening for our
sumer season, and Labor Day (proclainmed in 1894) has
signal ed the close of the hal cyon "days of wi ne and roses".

Yearly since tine began, mneaning thereby at |east as
far back as 1916, the |late sleepers of the Village, perhaps
aroused from the torpor of sleep induced by overindul gence
in the potables offered at the Log Cabin the previous
eveni ng, would be awakened by the call "ALL OUT FOR THE BI G
PARADE", and announcenents of the day's feasts and gal as.

For those of us who were younger, however, the G eat
Day had comrenced at the crack of dawn. When we recall that
in the earliest days the concept of "daylight-saving tine"
did not exist (having first been proclained in 1918 as a
Wrld War | measure),.so the "crack of dawn" meant sonething
like 4:00 AAM standard tine. The denizens of the Log Cabin
would barely have had time to crawl under their sheets
before the cacaphony of the "Day of Days" began. To be
honest, the day for children had begun many days earlier,
sonetines as nuch as three weeks earlier, wth the
collection and organization of the paraphernalia and
i npedi menta requisite to the performance of the day's "fire
ritual”. Anmong the sine.qua non of the tinmes, we nmy
menti on:

cap pistols and caps
firecrackers of assorted sizes, initially two-, four-

and six-inch salutes being nobst acceptable, followed by
packeted nmultiple-firing "Chinese" firecrackers
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car bi de cannons (nostly for the tinorous)

"Tor pedoes” (mniature paper "baggies" filled with fine
gravel and containing a percussion-type cap which detonated
when thrown wth youthful vigor on the cenent road)

"Devil Walkers" ( smallish discs which, when ground under
t he heel, crackl ed venonobusly and em tted mal odorous vapors)

"Snakes" (small whitish pills which, when ignited by punk or
mat ch, writhed and expanded obscenely into tw sted brownish
wor nms), and perhaps not well known outside Shoreham

the "Appl e Cannons” ( about which, the |less said the better)

These, together wth a requisite supply of punks and
mat ches, were all that were required to properly greet "The
Morning's First Geam. For the end of the day there would
be Roman Candies, Sparklers, Colored Fire, Skyrockets (only
a few because they were expensive), Star M nes, Vesuvius
Fount ai ns and an occasi onal Pi nwheel .

To return to our story, honors for the day probably
went to the child who first detonated his firecracker on
that Great Mdrning. One crash was enough; all the children
were pronptly up, dressed and out on the streets. The
racket of firecrackers, cannons and cap pistols rose in a
crescendo which only the dead, the deaf and the very
ancient could ignore. By seven in the norning, the |ess
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provi dent of the children would already be running out of
their hoards of ammunition. They were being reduced to the
ignomny of unravelling the fuses of their little Chinese
firecracker packets and firing, individually, their rather
mserable little conponents. Many of these either nerely
Sputtered or failed conpletely Dbecause, i nstead of
gunpowder, they were adulterated with Chinese clay which, in
the view of many parents, was infused with tetanus bacilli.
At this time of day, bold neasures were taken to attain the
nost spectacul ar firecracker explosions: tin cans were bl own
rocket-fashion high in the air. One regrettable incident
occurred when one of our venturesonme youths tried the
i nadvi sabl e experinment of exploding a six-inch salute in a
glass mlk bottle, and spent the day having glass splinters
removed from various parts of his anatony with a pair of
tweezers. After greeting the dawn, a spell of relative calm
prevailed while breakfast was being consumed and spirits
were being refreshed for the next round.

Except for the evolution of the firecrackers into
cherry bonbs and the latter into whatever nore fiendish
devices still persist, these opening hours of the Fourth,
and the closing hours to cone nuch later, are the aspects of
the day's festivities which have undergone the |east change
over the years. They are the hours of the day which bel ong
primarily to the children, and who wants to change Santa
Cl aus?

In trying to look back through the m st of years your
historian has found it difficult to set forth in proper
sequence the various evolutionary stages that this Village
went through in developing today's accepted rituals.
Characteristically we have always had a parade, followed by
a ball game, and in the afternoon, races, track and field
events.

The town «criers' sumobnses were answered by the



THE OVAL

This is scene looking north, probably dates from around
1910. Part of the Inn may be seen under the trees at the
extreme right. Just to the right of the buggy is part of the
backstop of the Inn's tennis court. Wodville Road went to
t he beach through the ravine hidden by trees and shrubs in
the Oval. The old "Log Cabin" can be made out under the
trees to the left. The old Pavilion is hidden under the rim
of the bluff.



* 38*

assenbl age of all citizens at the Oval in early years; nore
recently on Wardencliff Road, Sonmetinmes we had a band,
sonetinmes not. At first we paraded (struggled m ght be the
nore appropriate word) up Wodville Road, all the way
through the tunnel to the old "ball field" which | ay between
Wodville Road and today's N. Y. Telephone building. The
recipe for the parade was equal parts of small children on
foot or bicycle and grown-ups in autonobiles.

Qur so-called ball park was, in fact, no nore than a
hay | ot which had been cleared the previous day by a horse-
drawn nowi ng nmachine to provide a stubbly but acceptable
playing field. There was no backstop. Behind hone plate
there was a thicket of poison ivy, luxuriant and virul ent
enough to discourage nost of us fromentering to search out
foul ticks, passed balls and wild pitches. As the innings
wore on and the remaining supply of baseballs dimnished,
rewards of 5q per ball ( a princely sumin those day) were
offered for retrievals. One of those ganes nearly ended at
the half-way point when the entire supply of twelve balls
had di sappeared in the ivy, and even though the bounty was
raised to a dinme, only one was retrieved to permt a
precarious conpletion of the gane. The outfield was shall ow,
and many a ball was lost in the wiods to the northwest. A
loss of a ball in that area spelled trouble for the
spectators. To relieve the tediumof waiting for the ball to
be retrieved, the occupants of the spectator cars lined up
along the first-base line - were subjected to a merciless
bonmbardnent of firecrackers tossed into their mdst by the
slightly older and therefore (presunptively) nore provident
boys who had not recklessly squandered their carefully
collected treasures in the ecstasies of "The Dawn's Early
Li ght".

For many of those early years, the conpetition was
between the Marrieds and the Singles (nen, of course; no one
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had t hought of Wonen's Lib at that tinme). Later, the rivalry
was between Shoreham and Wading River. This, however, was
not an entirely happy arrangenent from Shoreham s point of
view, since the latter nore often than not cane out on top
and, regardless of who lost, the wnner was invariably
accused of having recruited "ringers" who shouldn't have
been allowed to play in the first place. The ganes at the
old ballpark were invariably "hardball ganes”, not the
softball contests that prevail today. Injuries, none
serious, were common. Somewhere around the time of World War
Il the ballgane pattern changed. Instead of being, played on
our field, at least one was played in Wading River on a
field near their present elenentary school, and at |east one
was played on "Siegel's" front yard. \Wen the ballfield on
Whodvi |l e Road near the tennis courts was opened, or perhaps
even before that, the parade was shortened and the old
bal | park south of the Tunnel went into eclipse.

By afternoon in those early days, matters becane rat her
i nvol ved. Sonme of our ol der residents, who today m ght be on
the golf links, had signed up for a bit of sailing and were
out on the Sound on the yachts (the Santana or the Bagheera
mentioned earlier). Ohers stayed ashore for the field
events on the bluff lot north of the Inn. The activities
included the tug-of-war, the three-legged race, the sack
race, and for the youngsters a potato race. O course all of
these were to the acconpaninent of firecrackers and cap
pi stol s.

Eventually the bluff property was deenmed unacceptabl e,
and the afternoon field events were cut down to children's
conpetitions, staged on the northerly end of Wodville Road.
There were foot races. 'There were bicycle races from the
store to the tennis courts. For those old in years but young
in spirit, there were firehose races, the |osers w nd-
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ing up thoroughly soaked. The races for the children were
invariably on a handicap basis, and the argunents as to
whet her or not the handi cappers were being biased were | oud
and vociferous. Later still, water events were added to the
day's program

By evening the survivors anong us, bruised, abraded,
contused, l|acerated, lininmented and bandaged, assenbled on
the beach for the fireworks. The hour's advantage that
Mot her Nature had gained in the nobrning was now repaid,;
darkness fell at 8:00 P.M Shortly before that, the
celebration started in a far nore diverse and spectacul ar
fashion than today. Conme 7:30 in the evening, 8:30 by our
present standards, the cooling southwesterly wnd had
steadied down, and the tine had arrived to start |aunching
the balloons. Odinarily about eight or ten would be on
hand. They were tissue-paper affairs wth a hot-air
generator consisting of a wad of excelsior soaked in
paraffin wax, capable of burning perhaps ten or fifteen
m nutes. The snmaller of them four or five feet high and
shaped |ike pigs or elephants, were reasonably tractable,
but while relatively easily |aunched, |ost their character
when aloft. The l|arge candy-striped ones, however, were as
much as eight to ten feet tall and hard to inflate. They
were released fromthe foot of Beach Lane, where they were
nostly protected from the fitful gusts of the dying
sout hwester, and where willing hands along the steps could
hold the fragile tissue clear of the sputtering hot-air
generators. Even so, casualties were frequent; the breezes
would blow the tissue within the reach of the flaring
paraffin and the balloons disappeared in a burst of flane.
Those that becane airborne soared mmjestically upwards and
outwards over the Sound, and rose steadily wuntil, invariably,
an air current from the northwest was reached. Then they
turned sharply and flew southeast until their fuel was



*41*

exhausted and they fell into the scrub pines of the inner
reaches of the Island. There is an authenticated record of
one such bal | oon havi ng been | aunched i n Bayshore one sunmer
day and found in Shoreham near the Sarkany house the
fol | ow ng norni ng.

As darkness fell, Roman Candles stabbed at the
darkness, Star Mnes and Vesuvius Fountains appeared |ike
m ni ature vol canoes, colored fire gave a garish glare to the
scene, and sparklers, like small nests of fireflies, lived
their brief lives and expired. In the early years the
spectaculars were the skyrockets. Launched from their
cradles on the beach, they roared skyward ahead of a trai
of sparks, only to end in a display of crashes, sparks and
strings of parachuting lights, <changing colors before
perishing in a watery grave in the Sound. Wile the ball oons
have |eft the scene, and the rockets have departed before
the inroad of aerial torpedoes and "bonbs", the fireworks
still retain their early appeal. W owe a deep debt of
gratitude to those who so wunselfishly paid for those
fireworks, and who risked life and linb to set them off.

WHAT' S | N A NAME?

In Shoreham we have prine exanples of a popular
American pastine - nane changing. Not only have the street
names all been changed, but the area has had a bew | dering
nunber of nanmes during the relatively brief span of its
settl ement and devel opnent.

The first nanme, as nentioned wearlier, was "Long
Chestnuts". This was followed by "Skidnmore's Landing”, then
in succession by "Swezey's Landing", "Wodville", "Wodville
Landi ng", "Wbodvill e Farns", " Shor eham Beach",
"War dencl yffe", "Cak Ridge" and finally "Shorehant
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Not one of the roads in the Od Village retains its
original. name; sone have had their nanes changed tw ce
El sewhere the street nanmes have hel d, except for Ashley Lane
which, at the turn of the century was called "New Road"
Whodville Road, still sonmetines called "Wodville Landing
Koad", was formerly "Swezey's Landing Road". The original
street nanmes in the dd Village were assigned by the
devel oper, the Cak Ri dge Conpany.

In July of 1927, the Trustees of the wl |age decreed
that the then prevailing street names were "significarit to
not hing connected with the history or developnent of the
community”, and proceeded to change them all. Sonme of the
new names assigned in 1927 were again changed in | ater years
to acconmobdate changing times and to honor prom nent
citizens.

Thonpson Street was originally "Canpbell Street". The
former nanme was that of an early abutting owner; the new
name that of an early owner of the Mdigan property. Since
nei ther Canpbell nor Thonpson was a resident in 1927, the
reason behind this change is not apparent. Although not
menorialized on any map or street sign, the mnutes of a
"trustees' neeting in 1947 record their vote to change the
name of the portion of Thonpson Street Iying west of
Tagl i abue Road to "Finale": a bit of whinsy to honor Ms.
Fl orence Finn, a fornmer owner of the Madi gan property.

Wardencliff Road and Beach Lane originally conprised
"Flint Street”; the derivation of the early nanme i s unknown.
Wardencliff honors one of the early famlies of the Vill age.

Tagl i abue Road was fornerly known as "Perkins Street
the old nane being of wunascertained origin. The new nane
honored Charles J. Tagliabue, a promnent figure in the
early days of the Vill age.

Fitzgerald Road was formerly "Walker Street”; again,
the origin of the old nanme is unknown.
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The present nanme honors a long-tinme resident who lived in
the house where the Mc Cabes are today. Oficially the new
name was Fitzgerald "Street", but "Road" found nore popul ar
accept ance.

Sturgis Road was originally "Holton Road", the old nanme
honoring the developer's chief architect. The new nane
honors Dr. Sturgis, a fornmer owner of the Beatty Sr.

property.

Overhill Road was originally "Oak Ridge Road". Qdiver
Road was originally Oak Lane; between those nanes it was
called "Oak Road". The present name honors E. W diver,
anot her prom nent citizen.

The nost conplex nane-changing situation has been
reserved for last. Gidley Road, Barnhart Place and Prospect
Street were originally nanmed, <collectively, as "Barton
Road", honoring one of the developer's construction
engi neers and contractors. Prior to acquiring the present
name, Barnhart Place was known as Hi gh Street under the 1927
resolutions. The present nanme was adopted in 1975 to honor
Al bert W Barnhart, for many years mayor of the Village. The
old name "Gidley Road" honors an old-tinme resident who
owned lands on the south side of +the street between
Wardencliff and Tagliabue. The short stretch of Prospect
bet ween Tagliabue Road and Barnhart Place was apparently
regarded as a portion of old Barton Road, although the |ogic
of such a circunmstance is far from obvi ous.

EXPANSI ON AND GROMH - 1934 to 1966

The Village boundaries as laid out at the tinme of
incorporation in 191.3 persisted until 1934, a span of twenty-
one years, and underwent their first change when the west
buffer strip was added in the latter year. This expansion
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was followed in 1937 by the annexation of the old bed of
Whodville Road north of the Oval. In that year, the Town
relinqui shed whatever vestiges of right it still mght have
asserted to its |ong-abandoned right-of-way over those
| ands.

A mgjor itemof growh cane in 1951 with the annexation
of Shoreham Estates the lands east of Wodville Road,
which had been part of the old Janmes Warden property
anticipating Tesla. In sinplest terns, the acquisition
(annexation) which nearly trebled the Village' s acreage,
enbraced the tract bounded westerly by the old east |ine of
the Village and Wodville Road, northerly by the Sound,
easterly by Briarcliff Road, and southerly by an irregular
I ine conveniently characterized as the north |line of Suffolk
Downs | ands desi gnated as "Shoreham Beach Section L".

In 1959 the "Shoreham Sl opes”, between Wodville Road
and North Shore Beach, and between Overhill Road and the
LILCO power Iline, were added. The final step was the
adm ssion of the |ands between the Sl opes and North Country
Road (25A) where the LILCO lines, the new Episcopal Church
and the Tel ephone buil ding are now | ocat ed.

During those years of growh, not only was the Vill age
expanding its limts but it was also acquiring property
withinits limts for various municipal purposes. As |ate as
1920, when the Village was seven years old, it possessed no
real estate and had no Village Hall or other public
bui | di ngs. Meetings and elections were being held
(by sufferance) in the old Log Cabin which, at that stage,
bel onged to the Club. The Village's acquisition of the C ub
| ands and the erection of the "Pavilion" to serve as a
Village Hall have been revi ewed el sewhere.

When the western buffer strip was deeded to the Vill age
age in 1934, it was designated for park purposes. A simlar
treatment was accorded the north end of Wodville Road when
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rel eased from highway easenents in 1937. In 1946 a snmal

triangle of land on the south side of Overhill Road near
Aiver Road was deeded to the Village for "park or cenetary
purposes”. in an intricate series of unrelated transactions

extendi ng over many years, the boundaries of the Village Hal
| (Club) property were adjusted. In 1950 the bluff parking
| ot becane Village property. Early in 1954 Julie Sackett, in
menory of her father, gave the Village the |ands which now
bear his name, WMjor Hopkins Park, on Wodville Road
opposite the Store. Later that year, the Village added the
bal | park | ot on Wodville Road. Thereafter the |ands of the
tennis courts, basketball court and paddle tennis courts
were acquired. Late in 1961 the house west of the oval was
donated to the Village by the Millers. Wen the |ands
conprisling the "Slopes” were annexed, various strips along
its margins were acquired, sone being appropriated for park
purposes and others as recharge basins to acconmopdate
surface water runoff al ong Wodvill e Road.
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1913-1915
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Cary D. Waters

Shel don DuCr et
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1913- 1917 Frank W Gidl ey
1917-1920 Thomas Bl odget t
1920- 1921 Edward F. Stevens
1921-1922 Jul es DelLagerborg
1922-1923 H Lyl es Zabriskie
1923-1925 John R Brandon
1925- 1927 Wl liamH Rudol ph
1927-1929 B. E. Snyt he
L929-1931 Her bert W Todd
1931- 1935 John W Hasl ett
1935- 1939 Mont gonery H. Lewi s
1939- 1940 Henry J. Laurencot
1940- 1943 Al bert W Barnhart
1943-1947 G lbert F. Frei
1947-1949 L.L. Wall ace
1949- 1951 J. M Knox
1951- 1954 Janes G St angby
1954- 1957 E. T. Siegel
1957-1960 A. Handal
1960- 1961 Wal ter 0. Cook
1961- 1962 Harold H Smith
1962- 1963 Ki nbal | P. Hal
1963- 1964 Dor ot hy Cook
1964- 1966 Frank J. Connolly
1966- 1970 Janes G St angby
1970-1971 M | dred Ci ppolina,
C. T. Erickson
1971-1972 C.T. Erickson, Laura Schm dt
1972-1974 Dani el T. Sweeney

1974-1976 Frances A. Sweeney



1913- 1927
1927-1949
1949- 1950
1950- 1952
1952- 1953
1953- 1957
1957- 1958
1958-1961
1961- 1962
1962- 1963
1963- 1964
1964- 1966
1966- 1970
1970-1971

1971-1972
1972- 1974
1974-1975
1975- 1976

History = Home Page

VI LLAGE CLERK

John R Melville
Wesl ey J. Sherman
Herbert G Frei

Al fred Kel |l eher

J. Thomas M| es

E. T. Si egel

Haskel | Frei

Walter 0. Cook
Harold K Smth

Ki nbal | P. Hal

Dor ot hy Cook

Frank J. Connolly
Janes G St angby
M | dred Ci ppolina
C.T. Erickson

C. T. Erickson

Dani el T. Sweeney
Frances A. Sweeney
Frances A Sweeney
Mary M M Cabe

THE END
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